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tian parents in Attalia, near Pamphylia, in the south-
east of Asia Minor, and in his early youth joined
the Muslim bands and embraced Islam and set led in
Tripolis, the port of Syria.12 Leo passed hits early
youth on board ships and acquired his military ex-
perience on the waves of the sea. He took part in
many invasions and plundering expeditions, organized
by Muslim naval bands to invade the shores, ports
and islands of the Archipelago. He then went to
Tarsus where he gathered under his flag the ablest
and bravest Muslim seamen of the age* He used Tar-
sus as his headquarters and became, with his strong
daring band, a force which alarmed the Byzantine
Empire and its ports.
The greatest invasion undertaken by Leo of Tri-
polis or Ghulam Zarafa was that of Thessalonica13 in
904 A.D. (291 A.H.). The Muslim chronicle refers
briefly to this great invasion, while the Byzantine
chronicle gives lengthy details. The following is the
concise Muslim record: " In 291 A.H. the well-known
Commander, Ghulam Zarafa, sailed from Tarsus to
Greece. He stormed the city of Antioch, which is
equal to Constantinople, by the sword, killing five
thousand men and taking as many prisoners. He also
saved as many Muslim captives. He captured sixty
Greek ships laden with valuables, effects and slaves;
these, with the spoils from Antioch, he divided and
a single portion was equal to one thousand dinars*"
Antioch mentioned here is Salonica, not Antioch of
Syria which was at that time a Muslim port. We shall
now give the details of the Byzantine version as re-
corded by a contemporary historian who was an eye-
witness of this event, namely John Caminiatis.
Leo of Tripolis sailed from Tarsus in fifty-four
ships each carrying about two hundred combatants,
besides a number of chosen chiefs and officers. On the
way he was joined by the bravest corsairs in the waters
of the East. The Byzantine fleet, sent by Emperor